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Creating a Legal Path for Undocumented Immigrants in the US
In the US, illegal immigration is among the most debated issues in the last decades.  Notably, 2015 marked the 50th anniversary after the passage of the 1965 immigration act. The act eradicated all restrictive quota systems and opened up new legal channels for immigration. Additionally, the act led to a dramatic increase of immigrants from Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America. However, the act limited legal immigrants coming from the Western Hemisphere. Currently, the US has over 10.2 million undocumented immigrants working and living across all states (Peri & Zaiour, 2021).  The passage of immigration law in Arizona further raised a question on how to deal with undocumented immigrants. Previous immigration reforms have failed because policymakers are in disagreement on strategies to legalize undocumented immigrants. The primary purpose of this policy brief is to explain the problems experienced by immigrants, the significance of developing legal channels for immigrants, and the cost-benefit analysis of this program.
Problem Statement
Undocumented immigrants experience several challenges like stigma discrimination, low wages, inadequate cohesiveness in housing and protection. Additionally, most immigrants are unable to access social programs and that are meant to reduce poverty levels. For example, undocumented immigrants find it hard to get affordable housing due to a lack of cohesion among state and federal laws. According to Devis (2012), only one out of four undocumented immigrants own a house in the US. Notably, the immigrants face disparities and poor health outcomes as a result of housing conditions. The US Federal Fair Housing Act precludes discrimination for any individual seeking shelter. There is a need to develop a legal path for undocumented immigrants to improve their conditions.
The policy targets the state and federal governments in the US to come up with legal mechanisms to help undocumented immigrants get citizenship and be part of the American community. Additionally, the policy also targets all residents of the US, particularly those living across the borders of Mexico, where most immigrants live. Moreover, the policy aims at addressing the immigrant officers and law enforcement officers who tend to be harsh to undocumented immigrants. Lastly, creating a legal pathway will ensure advocates and policymakers develop programs to control the rates of immigration in the country. 
Developing legal paths for undocumented immigrants will allow people to register with government officials and ensure they pass a background check-up. A legal way of providing citizenship to immigrants will uphold the rule of law where people will live in humane and fair systems (Peri & Zaiour, 2021). The system of creating legal pathways will help the US honor its long history of a country of immigrants that is likely to be functional and humane. The legal system will make all Americans proud and see its values of enforcing and defending.
Several groups support policies about creating legal mechanisms for undocumented immigrants.  For example, the American Immigration Council promotes policies, laws and attitudes honoring the pride of the US as the country of immigrants.  Through litigation process research and policy evaluation, the group aims at shaping the 21st-century vision about the immigrant experience. Another group is The United We Dream Way, a youth group that organize campaigns at both state and federal levels to fight for the rights of immigrants. However, some individuals, politicians and groups oppose immigration policies fearing that immigrants will take away their jobs.

Cost-Benefit Analysis
Creating a legal pathway for undocumented immigrants has both advantages and disadvantages. First, providing a legal pathway will boost the US gross domestic product and create more jobs. Immigrants play a significant role in the development of social infrastructure. For example, the immigrants venture into different businesses and help to increase wages for all employees in different sectors (Peri & Zaiour, 2021). Second, providing citizenship to immigrants facilitate investment since educating and training immigrants will help in accessing a broad range of high paying jobs. This will eventually increase efficiency within labor markets. Through creating, legal pathways will develop more opportunities for employees to make investments in labor markets. Lastly, the legalization of immigrants will increase the bargaining power in workplaces and decrease incidences of suppressed wages and exploitation.
Although creating legal mechanisms for undocumented immigrants have several benefits to the US, there some disadvantages. For example, there will be an increase in population, thus putting a lot of pressure on public services like transport, education and the health care system.  The second large massive of immigrants may be a threat to security and promote people trafficking and organized crime. Additionally, there will be high rates of unemployment, and due to low paid jobs, employers will ignore issues of training, productivity and innovation.
Summing up, previous immigration reforms have failed because policymakers are in disagreement on strategies to legalize undocumented immigrants. Therefore, it is high time congress act to develop legal pathways for undocumented immigrants. Immigrants play a significant role in the development of social infrastructure. For example, the immigrants venture into different businesses and help to increase wages for all employees in different sectors. A legal way of providing citizenship to immigrants will uphold the rule of law where people will live in humane and fair systems. However, state and federal governments should consider security issues and develop more public services to accommodate and provide quality services for all citizens.
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